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I hope that everyone had a restful winter break. We return to school for 6 weeks, then have Prom on April 

2 and Spring Break, then return to finish the school year with the last day of the year and graduation on 

Friday, May 27.  

 

Our week prior to Winter Break was a busy one. Our students made good choices and helped us have a 

focused, yet fast-paced week.  

 

The week before break, we participated in a visit and evaluative process from School Works, a consultant 

group engaged by the school district to conduct a formative assessment of our Personalized Learning 

initiative. The 3 day visit included talking with teachers, administrators, students and parents, as well as 

reviewing all different types of data and conducting multiple classroom observations. The findings at the 

end of the visit validated our work so far and suggested several growth opportunities. Those findings will 

assist us in planning as we work deeper into the PL initiative.  

 

Along those same lines, our school’s AdvancED self-assessment has been completed, reviewed and 

approved for release. The self-assessment is our school’s part of the accreditation process that the district 

is completing this school year in its 5 year accreditation process. The full self-assessment report is posted 

on our website under the About Us tab. Feel free to take a day or two and review it. Our teachers, students 

and parents did a good job in conducting our self-study, then summarized the findings in a lengthy final 

report. Those findings also include suggestions for us as we move forward with Personalized Learning.  

 

On Saturday, February 13: 

 We hosted the state Governor’s Honors final interviews. Over 500 students from all over the state 

visited our school. This is our 4th year to host; our student ambassadors and faculty hosts did a 

wonderful job and made our school look great! 

On Saturday, February 20:  

 The Luella High School math department conducted its 3rd Saturday School, allowing students to 

demonstrate mastery in math where they had been unsuccessful with mastery earlier in the 6 

weeks before winter break.  

 We administered the make-up opportunity for the SAT on Saturday. This was the make-up date 

for the January testing date that had to be postponed when the school district closed due to 

pending winter weather.  

 

This past weekend, continuing our 4 year partnership, we were glad to host Spirit of Atlanta, Atlanta’s 

drum and bugle corps, for their weekend of rehearsals.  

 

The Luella School Council will meet Monday, February 22 at 6:00 PM in the Luella Media Center.  

 

Let me encourage you to vote on Tuesday, March 1. This is the presidential preference primary in addition 

to the vote on the extension of the school district’s Special Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST). More 

specific information is available on our website about the SPLOST proposal.  

 

Pride of the Pride:  

After the first round of the state wrestling meet, Luella had 7 wrestlers to qualify to move forward in the 

competition.  



 

Right as we got out for break, both our girls’ and boys’ soccer teams opened their seasons with big wins 

over Mundy’s Mill High School.  

 

GO LIONS! 
 

The LHS athletic department will be hosting the MR. and MS. LHS Pageant as a fund-raiser. Please 

visit the Activities section of the Luella website for information and applications or speak with Ms. Hutsell 

regarding the pageant. The pageant will be held at Luella on April 16, and all students are encouraged to 

participate. The deadline for the Mr. and Ms. LHS Pageant has been moved to March 15. 

 

Additional items of interest posted on our website: 

 The 2016 Junior Senior Prom application is posted in the left column. The first pay period for 

Prom where tickets are $95 ends on February 23 and 24; after that, ticket prices increase. The 

prom application is on the website as well.  

 Detailed information about Baccalaureate and Graduation.  

 PayPal links are open to pay: 

o Senior dues and fines 

o For AP exams 

Please be sure to follow us: @LHS_HCS 

 

This week’s graduation countdown is:  

 On Tuesday, February 23, seniors will have 94 calendar days before graduation and 63 

school days.  

Please continue to encourage our seniors. We need each member of the Class of 2016 to graduate so that 

each earns a high school diploma. 

 

Our mission is to graduate every student from Luella High School college, career and life ready. 

 

Never hesitate to contact us, if you have questions, concerns or suggestions.  

Thank you for your support.  

And, as always,  

GO Lions! 

Jerry Smith  

 


